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THE REAL PRESENCE—continvep. 

That this should appear strange divinity to 
Mr. Chettle, is not marvellous, his mind is 
too grovelling, his means of knowledge too 
perverted; as well might a blind man pretend 
to judge of colors, or the untutored Indian of 
the beauty of a Latin ode, as such a man de- 
cide what is true divinity, and what is not. 
But suppose he were a wise man, or a learn- 
edman; is every dogma which a wise and 
learned man cannot understand, bad divinity? 
Then the doctrine of the infinite perfections 
of the Deity—the doctrine of the Trinity, the 
Incarnation, yea, the whole gospel of Christ 
is bad divinity. St. Paul tells us, 1 Tim. iii. 
16, great is the mystery of godliness, and he 
informs the church at Corinth, that the design 
of God in revealing mysteries, was to con- 
found the wisdom of the wise that no flesh 
mightglory in his presence. If John Chet- 
tle would pass for a man of reason, and will 
have reason to be our only rule, his reason 
should be that of the wise and the learned— 
But if faith be our only rule, we shall not 
come to him to know what is of faith and 
what is not; we shall listen to that authority 
which God has established in his church, and 
without controversy, or doubt, believe in the 
mysteries of godliness. 

But for the satisfaction of the sincere in- 
quirer after truth, I shall shew that this di- 
vinity is singularly wise. 

hy should it appear strange to you, my 
Protestant and Methodist brethren, that Je- 
sus Christ should offer his body and blood to 





his Father in different ways, each of which | 
having its peculiar efficacy and end, and yet 
leave the work of human redemption to be | 
completed by his death on the cross? 

You will not say—you dare not say—he | 
could not do this, for then he would be nei- 
ther infinite in wisdom nor in power. Nay, 
he has done so in a variety of instances. 

Even in the Jewish dispensation, which in | 
itself was only typical .* ‘rood things to come, 
the body and blood of Christ were variously 
offered in figure, and these. figures were 
not bare figures, but truly sacramental and 
propitiatory, not indeed of themselves, but 
from the merits of Christ, who was the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world; and 
they put the faithful Israelite in possession of 
the benefits of redemption, although Christ 
was not yet incarnate, much less had he con- 
summated his sacrifice. Thus we find Christ 
offered his blood to his Father figuratively, 
when the victim was slain; he offered the 
same virtually when he was taken into the 
Holy of Holies, and sprinkled before the 
mercy seat; he offered it again morally to 
the washing away of sin when it was sprin- 
kled on the people. Heb. ix. 19. 

Again, all that Christ suffered during his 
life made a part of his meritorious righteous- 
ness, and had an efficacy in moving God to 


pardon sin, and would have been sufficient, | 


had God in the wisdom of his councils so de- 
termined. 





Every drop of blood Jesus Christ shed in 


with the sacrifice on the cross, and derived 
all its efficacy fromit. It only differed in the 
manner of offering—this in an unbloody, that 


‘ina bloody manner, here mystically under 


the forms of bread and wine, there really, 


literally, and mortally. 


And this Eucharistic sacrifice was truly 
propitiatory and impetratory, because the bo- 
dy and blood of the Lamb, slain from the 
foundation of the werld, must always havc 
this efficacy whenever and in whatever man- 
ner offered to the Father. And will Mr. 
Chettle deny that Jesus Christ now offers 
himself to his Father an unbloody sacrifice 
in heaven? And do not his body and blood 
now speak for sinners as much as when he was 
on the cross? What means those word of 


| Wesley? 


‘* Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
Received on Calvary, 

They pour effectual prayers, 
‘They strongly speak for me! 

Forgive him—Oh! forgive, they cry, 
Nor let that ransomed sinner die.’” 

And could John Chettle suppose it to be 
within the power of Omnipotence to change 
the hidden substance of the bread and wine 
into his spiritualized and glorified body and 
blood—would not the offering up of these, 
speak as eloquently and efficaciously in the 
Mass, as they do in the court of Heaven? 

Whatever he may think, this is the Catho- 
lic Doctrine. It is this that renders our 
Priesthood so dignified in the eyes of the 


his circumcision was infinitely meritorious; | faithful; our sacrifices so august, our temples 


every drop in his agony, his scourging at the | and altars so holy. 
pillar, crowning with thorns andthe carryng of | 
his cross, were infinitely sufficient to save an| 


infinite number of worlds. But God had so 


determined that his sufferings should be com- | 


pleted only at his death, and that by his death 
alone the work of human redemption should 
be finished. 
. the Saviour’s expiring cry—‘ It is finish- 
ed. 


As to the Eucharistic sacrifice offered at | 
his last supper, it was the same in substance | 


It was this knowledge that caus- | 


This it is that renders 
our worship so noble, ceremonious and im- 
posing. 

It is the mystical immolation of the vic- 
tim of Redemption, joined with the warmth 
of devotion, and the prostrate homage of 
the heart. 

John proceeds—“ The doctrine of the real 
presence is opposed to the nature and ends 
of the sacrament, which is a commemoration 
of the death of Christ.”” Then according to 
this divine, the nature and ends of a sacra- 
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ment do not differ from a crucifix, a picture, 
or the sign of the cross; each of which is 
strikingly commemorative of the death of 
Christ. Nay, as often as we receive our 
common food in memory of Christ and to his 
glory, as the apostle exhorts, Col. iii. 17, we 
answer all the ends of a sacrament. All the 
Jewish sacrifices and sacramental rites were 
much more striking representations of the 
death of Christ, than eating bread and drink- 
ing wine; and here let me ask John a ques- 
tion, or two. If the institution of the Chris- 
tian church are mere figures, in what do they 
differ from Jewish figures, except as to time? 
But the Jewish rites were figures of Christian 
realities—they had the shadows; we have the 
substances of those shadows, but if they be 
substances, they are no longer mere figures. 
Secondly, the Paschal Lamb is acknowledg- 
ed to be typical of Christ’s real death on 
the Cross. This Paschal Lamb was eaten 
as well as slain, and I demand of John and 
his doctor, why the one should be fulfilled in 
reality and not the other? It is evident that 
the slaying and eating of the Paschal Lamb 
pointed out Christ, our Passover, sacrificed 
for us, and communicated to us in the Holy 
Eucharist. 

John’s definition of a sacrament is false, if 
we consider the meaning of the word sacra- 
ment, which signifies, according to the Greek, 
a mystery, and according the Latin, an arca- 
na ves, ahiddenthing. Now there is no mys- 
tery in John’s memorial—no hidden thing un- 
der his bread and wine. Besides, I demand 
of John why he calls it a sacrament at all? 
I do not remember to meet with such a word 





in the whole English Bible, which I have read 
fromimy childhood, nur dues our Divine Sa- 
viour call it a sacrament. And I demand of 


him, by what authority he calls that a sacra-|to receive the praises and adorations of his 


ment, which neither Christ nor his Bible, the 
only rule of his faith, calls so? But perhaps 
he will use the gospel liberty to look beyond | 
his English Bible, and peep into the Greek, 
or follow some one who can peep into it—for 
I don’t believe he knows a letter of it—nor 
one in ten thousand of those who are taught that 
their bible isthe only rule of their faith. Well, 
there he finds the word Mverzpiev. But every 
mystery isnot asacrament. And now L[ask, 
by what rule he distinguishes between simple 
mysteries and sacraments? Perhaps he may 
say, ‘those which Jesus Christ ordained and 
commanded.” But every one of these is not 
a sacrament; otherwise, the washing of feet, 
which our Saviour had declared gave the per- 
son washed a part in-him, and rendered him 
entirely clean, and commanded to be practis- 
ed, would be a sacrament. 

Here Iam sure John is fast, and I will 
leave him so. You, my Protestant readers, 
I, a poor Catholic Priest, will refer to the 
Church, and if you prefer the church of Eng- 
land, go to her for a definitien, for there is 
little, or no difference. ‘A sacrament then 
is an outward sign of inward grace, or a sa- 
cred mysterious sign of ceremony, by which 
grace is conveyed to our souls,” so that three 
things are necessary to a sacrament. Ist. 
The outward sign; 2nd. The inward grace; 
3rd. The divine appointment for this end.— 
Now the church of England tells us, that the 
Lord’s Supper, bread and wine are the out- 
ward signs, and the inward grace, or hidden 
benefit is the body and blood of Christ. Ve- 
rily and indeed, taken and received by the faith- 


;on to prove the contrary. 





ful in the Lord’s Supper. And in her homi- 
lies she declares, that “it is no bare sign, 
but that Christ is truly received.” It is not 
my business to reconcile the language of the 
church with the present opinions of her chil- 
dren. It is sufficient to ask how that can be 
verily and indeed taken and received which is 
not there? 

Thus far it is evident that John Chettle’s 
definition is as far from the doctrine of the 
Church of England and the Catholic Church, | 
as it is opposed to the nature of a sacrament, 
and to the words of administration, “the body | 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was broken 





sion, or to St Paulin prison. The case ig 
he was at the same time naturally in heaven, 
supernaturally on earth; and yet this super. 
natural appearance of the Saviour was not 
a phantom, or shadow, but Jesus Christ try} 
speaking and teaching his servants the things 
that must come to pass. Oh! how little js 
man, and never so little as when striving to 
measure the omnipotence of God! Does not 
this doctrine contradict Ps. xvi. 10? No, 
the body of Christ is not subject to corryp. 
tion. The accidents may be for aught we 
know; but does John, know any thing abou 
the arcana res; I will tell him without fear of 





for thee, preserve thy body and soul to life| confusion from the most acute philosopher, 


everlasting. The blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy 
body and soul: to life everlasting.” While 
therefore he accuses us of destroying the sa- 
crament, he proves, ipso facto, that he admin- 
isters no sacrament at all. Is this sheer im- 
prudence, of folly? But John asks, “‘ How 
there can be a commemoration of Christ if he 
be present!” Surely there may be signs of 
things absent, and signs of things present; 
for this 1 have already referred him to him- 
self at Bloxwich. There may be also me- 
morials of things absent, and of things latent, 
or hidden. In both these senses the Holy 
Eucharist is a sign and memorial of Christ 
sacrificed—a sign of his death, burial, and 
resurrection—a sign of his mystical union 
with his body the Church—a sign of him as 
the life-giving food of the soul, and of his 
spiritual union with it—a sign, or pledge of 
the promises made to us, and an earnest of 
the enjoyment of him, when the veils shall 
be withdrawn in the kingdom of his father. 
It is also a memorial that he is there hidden 
for all the purposes of religious worship, and 


faithful servants. 

The Mass is both mystical and real. The 
wine in the chalice truly represents the blood 
which will be hidden under the veil of it.— 
The water represents the people united to 
Christ in one body—before consecration the 
service of the Mass is merely sign prepara- 
tive—afterwards, it is both sign and reality. 
This is a sufficient answer to every objection 
brought from the Fathers when they speak 
of signs, and which John Chettle has copied 
from different writers who are as ignorant 
as himself of Catholic language and Catho- 
lic principles, 

A few words on Christ’s eating himself. I 
have told you before that you cannot prove 
that he did partake of the sacramental wine. 
Indeed St. Luke renders it very doubtful, so 
that till this be proved, we are not called up- 
And if he did 
partake of the consecrated species, I defy 
John to prove that Jesus Christ could not re- 
ceive the spiritualized substance of his body 
and blood. He may cry “ It is a hard 
saying;” so did the unbelieving Jews. He 
may pronounce it unreasonable; so it is for 
God todie. And while he puzzles his brains 
and knocks his temples, we will say with the 
Apostle St. Peter, ‘‘ Lord to whom shall we 
go, thou hast the words of eternal life;”’ or 
with St. Paul we will cry, “ O Altitudo! be- 
lieve and adore.” 

But does not this doctrine oppose, Acts, iii. 
21? No more than did his appearing to 





Saul in his 7 Damascus, or to St. John 
in the Isle of Patmos, or to Ananias in a vi- 


that neither he nor any other man can com. 
prehend substance. We know it is imper- 
ishable by any thing but the power of God— 
but we know not what it is.—AIHl that on 
senses are employed about are the accidents 
of things. But it is faith that makes ys ac- 
quainted with the substance in this case; 
“ For faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” How 
then does John Chettle know that the sub 
stance of the “‘ precious morsel,” as he con- 
temptuously calls the most holy of things, 
“is cast out into the draught?” 

I will not reason on a subject which har- 
rows up my soul—we know what it is—what 
becomes of it—as to its accidents we do not 
wish to search; “‘ For who by searching can 
find out the ways of God? He is higher 
than heaven, what wilt thou do? He is deep- 
er than hell, what canst thou know? A vain 
man is lifted up into pride, and thinketh him- 
self free like a wild ass’s colt.” 

Such is the immeasurable folly of this pre- 
tended teacher and explainer of the myste- 
ries of God. I will refer him to his father 
Wesley, and in his words conclude my letter. 


God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never failing skill, 

He treasures up his bright designs, 
And works his sov’reign will. 


I remain, my dear Friend, your’s truly i 


Christ, J. A. MASON. 
Stourbridge, Jan. 19, 1827. 





FROM THE CATHOLIC MISCELLANY. 
To the Editors of the U. S. Cath. Miscellany, S.C. 
MISSOURI. A 
PERRYVILLE, Ocr. 19, 1850. 


Gentlemen,—An inhabitant of Missouri, 
and an individual deeply interested in the 
propagation of truth, once communicated by 
Omnipotence to man, and finally sealed by 
the blood of a Jesus crucified,—solicits 2 
place in your justly esteemed and valuable 
paper, for the following particulars relative 
to the Roman Catholic Church in this State, 
which I must confess, wears all the features 
of that one, holy church, which has been 
erected by the Eternal upon the foundation 
of the apostles. You must have been alreay 
Informed that the Right Rev. Doctor Rosatt, 
is the distinguished and enlightened Prelate 
of the diocess of St. Louis, who with apo® 
tolical fervour and zeal has procured am 
placed efficient clergymen in the several dis- 
tricts thereof, where, with indefatigable pet 
severance, they ferret out the abodes of 50 
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and infamy, and erect on the ruins of vice 
and depravity, the dictates of the gospel which 
has been specially committed to their care 
by a God-Man. Thus religion now rears 
her head above the horizon of iniquity, and 
invigorated by the sun of justice, Christ Je- 
sus, illumine the path to hundreds, who daily 
enter her gates, and anxiously and effica- 
ciously imbibe the pure and unadulterated 
instructions which these ministers of heaven 
communicate: thus our woods which only a 
short time ago echoed with the sound of the 
bloody tomahawk, now reverberate alleluias to 
the father ofmercies. Add to this, the Catho- 
lics of this State are now erecting six new 
Churches; the first in rank of which is a 
Cathedral at St. Louis, which in point of Ar- 
chitecture and materials, will be inferior to 
none in the union; 2nd. is that adjoining St. 
Mary’s Seminary; at the Barrens in Perry 
county, this church will be ornamented on 
the outside with beautiful cut stone, and made 
sufficiently capacious to contain at one time 
three thousand persons. Though the people 
of the neighborhood are in general poor, 
they by their liberal contributions, enabled 
the Rev. J. Odin, their eminently pious and 
zealous pastor, to commence the work, some 
time ago, and it is now progressing with all 
the rapidity of which the most confident 
among the parishioners had not an anticipa- 
tion; the 3rd. is that of St. Genevieve; mea- 
suring 90 by 48 feet: to convince you, at 
once, that this brick building will be neatly, 





substantially, and ornamentally finished and 
executed, it is only necessary to mention that 
it is superintended by a French gentleman of 
taste, opulence and liberality. The 4th. is 
situated at the mines: the inhabitants of which 
are chiefly composéd of French and Irish; 
the latter of whom, though poor, yet fixing 
the eye of faith on the principles of divine 
religion, which with the milk of infancy, was 
imbibed in the country of their nativity, 
have soared above all human considerations, 
and with primitive munificence, have contri- 
buted their all, tothe glory of God, whom 
they are taught to worship in spirit and in 
truth. Thus these zealous souls have re- 
ceived the donations of their more opulent 
brethren, and erected a brick church, which, 
by its neat and good workmanship, both or- 
naments and edifies the whole neighborhood 
The 5th. is at Apple-creek, which has been 
commenced and finished at the sole expense 
of an humble individual, a Mr. Snowbush; 
who has thus merited to be ranked among the 
fellow-workmen of Christ Jesus, who sancti- 
fied the earth by his adorable presence, for 
the purpose of promoting the glory of the 
one and eternal father of mankind. Exam- 
ples of this kind are rare indeed, but these 
highly favored beings, possess the ineffable 
Consolation of thus preparing their way to 
that happy eternity, which they already enjoy 
by anticipation. This church is built wholly 
of wooden materials, finished in a pleasingly 
neat manner, and affords once a month an 
Opportunity, to a numerous assemblage, to 
worship God in the manner which he himself 
has ordained, and to partake of those divine 
mysteries which filiate man with his crucified 
edeemer. The 6th. is at Fredericktown, 
about 80 miles S. W. of the Seminary, where 
the inhabitants increasing in number, are al- 
80 by the exertion of their learned and zea- 
ous pastor, the Rev. I. Cellini, improving in 


piety and industrious habits: but peceiving 
that they were too few and poor to finish the 
undertaking sufficiently soon to satisfy his 
zeal, he with a holy impatience, has under- 
taken to finish it himself, which he has now 
nearly completed, to the entire satisfaction of 
his admiring congregation. The next object 
to which I beg leave to draw your attention, 
is St. Mary’s College, located at the Bar- 
rens, within two miles of Perryville, which is 
the post town, and within twelve miles of the 
Mississippi river. ‘The good people of this 
State, like every other, removed from a state 
of barbarism, deem the education of youth of 
primary importance; and as the perpetuity 
of their rights, civil and religious, depends 
in a great measure, upon the diffusion of 
knowledge and a correct formation of juve- 
nile habits; you may at once form an esti- 
mate of the high repute in which this estab- 
lishment is held by the State; an establish- 
ment which reflects the rays of literature and 





science around the adjacent country, and 
sheds a lustre while it excites the admiration 
and eulogium of every individual. In this 
valuable institution, the languages, science, 
and Belles Lettres in general, are radically 
taught, by conscientious and enlightened pro- 
fessors, whose care is to develope the intellec- 
tual faculties, to watch the opening germs of 
genius, to assuage and direct the tumultuary 
and conflicting passions into their proper 
channels, to fire the mind with patriotism, and 
above all, to inculcate the sentiments of mo- 
rality and religion; thus these excellent men 
mould the youthful mind to studious and in- 
dustrious habits, teach it to duly appreciate 
the principles of literature, and to support 
the dignity of the archetype. 

The expiration of the last scholastic year, 
[at the examination and distribution of pre- 
miums held at the College, gave irrefragable 
proof of the rapid and actual progress the 
young gentlemen have made in the different 
departments of education; on which occasion 
several admirable compositions both in prose 
and verse were delivered, which highly gra- 
tified and astonished a very numerous and 
respectable assemblage, congregated from 
the distant parts of the State, to witness this 
most interesting exhibition, I have procur- 
ed two of the poetical essays which were 
delivered on the occasion, which I send you 
hereby enveloped, the insertion of which, I 
know, will confer a favor on many of your 
respectable subscribers, After this delight- 
ful scene had closed, those to whom premi- 
ums were awarded, were by the Right Rev- 
erend and Venerable Bishop, laurelled, or 
decorated with a chaplet of flowers, which 
last act drew from the numerous spectators, 
particularly from their parents, many of whom 
were present, the tear of a gladdened heart. 

Through an inquisitive propensity, I got a 
few days ago, a peep atthe Bishop’s journal, 
or note-book; whence I have hastily taken 
the following items, which at once go to shew 
the indefatigable zeal of this apostolical man; 
who, in imitation of the pastor of pastors, 
Christ Jesus, is continually going about do- 
ing good. King Agrippa declared that the 
powerful and convincing eloquence of St. 
Paul, ‘‘ had almost persuaded him to become 
a christian.” ‘ Agrippa autem ad Paulum, 
in modico suades me f 1a fieri.” Acts, 
c. 26, v. 28. And I by a more powerful and 





persuasive eloquence, [good works,) which 


the virtuous career of this praiseworthy pre- 

late, and that of his clergy daily offer to view, 

am determined to become a Roman Catholic. 

The recent visitations to the different parts of 

his diocess, commenced at the Barrens, and 

on the 29th of July at Bethlehem Monastery, 

he invested Miss Margaret Kelly with the 

habit of the religious, to which her unaffect- 

ed piety entitled her. This is a small, but 

comfortable residence of a few truly pious 

souls, who have dedicated the beginning and 

end of their existence to the service of that 

Eternal Being, who is the beginning and end 

of the Universe. On entering this humble 

abode, the visitor’s eye is struck with that 

blissful serenity, which ever beam on the 
countenance of the pure and clean of heart, 
and those whose consciences are always alive 
to the presence of God. I have learned that 

it is a branch of a religious house called Lo- 
retto, located near Bardstown, Ky. but here 
they are better known by being called Sisters 
of the Cross. They dedicate the principal 
part of their time to the education of female 
children, particularly orphans; who are in 
this Seminary of virtue, brought up with the 
care and solicitude of the most tender and 
affectionate of all others. I often thought 
that religion had here been attired in all her 
attractive ornaments, in order to give me an 
idea of the beauteous and heavenly abode of 
which she is the descendant. A few days 
after, on the first of Aug., I was conducted 
to St. Mary’s church, to witness the admin- 
istration of the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
conferred by the Right Rev. Dr. Rosatti, on 
thirty-five children, that were previously in- 
structed and prepared for the a ete there- 
of, by the Rev. J. Odin. This divine right 
was administered by the amiable prelate, 
surrounded by a large number of his clergy, 
with a showy magnificence, and consummate 
piety. 

[ To be concluded in our nezt.] 
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LeTTERs RECEIVED THIS WEEK FROM 
Rev. J. Shanahan, Troy, N. York—Mr. P. Donnelly, 
Pittsfield, Mass.—Mr. John Manning, Albany, N. York. 





Our Readers are apprized that the ‘ Bos- 
ton Recorder,” is, indeed, a Recorder of 
strange revivals, as well as of Calvinistic le- 
gends and misrepresentations of Catholicity. 
In the 48th No. of that Paper, we chanced 
to see an Article headed the “ City of Rome;” 
its writer is supposed to be one John Jarret, 
“a respectable minister of the Church of 
England.” 

Were we to judge of his respectability, by 
the consistency of his remarks, his style of 
composition, or the sources whence he deriv- 
ed his information, relative to Catholic affairs 
in the favorite See and death-place of St. 
Peter, we would stand and pause upon the 
propriety of the epithet—We will even grant 
that he is ‘a respectable minister of the 
Church of England,” in the language of the 
world; and must, at the same time, say, that 
every school-boy ought to know, that from 
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the days of the murderous Henry, and the) man people? It would be a glorious experi- | pels, which is in fact, Sermons on some sub- 


profligate Elizabeth, the father and mother 
of the English Church, their spiritual chil- 
dren have always vilified and persecuted the 
‘Church of Christ, as far as the spirit of the 
Reformation enabled them. Indeed, but too 
many of the hopeful sons of Harry, Luther, 
and Calvin, a triple “band of brothers joined,” 


ment, indeed, and worthy of the Reformation- 
ites. What a wide field is not opened for 
‘such pious exertion! 

No, no, Mr. “ Recorder,” the constant, 
pastoral instructions, and truly religious edu- 
cation which the people receive, one of whom 
was the “very intelligent Catholic,” in a 





jects taken from them. After our English 
church was closed, which it always is in the 
summer, I used to go constantly to-the Par- 
ish church in which I'lived, and heard many 
very good sermons: sermons, which entered 
|much into the vilality of religion, dwelling upon 
| the necessity of the devotion of the heart and not 





have ever exclaimed in the somewhat modifi- | great measure, supersede the necessity of of the lips: the need of the Spirit’s influences, 


ed language of Mysticism— 


We three do well agree 
In deadly hate and perfidy, 


‘ : 
‘such works; notwithstanding the vandalic at- 
tempt of Napoleon to introduce French infi- 


and value and efficacy of prayer, &c.” 
Does the English Churchman mean, when 





idelity and his robbery of the Presses in the |he says he lived in the Parish church, that 


To mock the Church and Roman See. | splendid Capital of the Christian Universe. |he was a member of it? Or that he eat and 


We are not, therefore, surprised to find | They have pious and useful books, which ‘drank, and slept in the church? Or finally, 
the spiritual champions of such memorable, | added to the zeal and paternal solicitude of|is it a mere John-Bullism, and merely intend. 
self-sent Apostles, bandying about their rank ‘their Clergy, prevent the children of the | ed to signify that he used to go constantly to 
falsehoods and vituperative tales concerning | Faith from being seduced into the paths of the Church of the Parish in which he lived? 
“the Holy Catholic Church.” | error, by the Ignes fatui, those modern new| But mark, gentle readers, notwithstanding 

We wish not to waste paper, nor the pre-| lights and blue lights, that rise out of the cor- | the description he has just given, what a pal- 
cious time of our readers, in giving the entire ‘rupted heart of heresy. No, Sir, these sons|pable proof he gives of his bad memory! 
letter. We shall extract a few passages, and_ of the Church have too much good taste, too | Worldly policy, and the fear of his telling the 
comment upon them. Speaking of the state | great an attachment to the Religion of Christ, |truth, lest he may be viewed as a Catholic, 
of Literature in Rome, the “Recorder” makes | to suffer the one to be perverted, or the oth- | and thereby lose his living, exercise their hor- 
his Hero say—“ There is a Society which er to be weakened, by such stuff, slang and rid influence over him, and make him say— 


7 * |e . - | 
rofess ” (professes?) “ to circulate gratis re- |imposture, as are found in such mock-reli- 
g 


ligious books, but its operations are very 'gious publications. They would nearly laugh 
limited, and without interest it is impossible themselves to death on reading the nonsense 


“‘ Such, however, was not the general charac- 
ter of the preaching in Rome—mere morality, 
the extolling of the Saints, or some eulogium 

































to get any book. I was unable to learn more 20d technical cant of such periodicals; or, as | of the Madonna.” 
about it, except that it had some Goop works. |it frequently occurs in America, the sensi-| he first sentence of this extract should 
But as it regards periodical religious publica- | ble Romans would be ut too apt to make a| run thus— 
tions—there is no such thing—I could never aero of them. Why, they would natu-| Such, indeed, was the general, the univer- 
find a single religious foreign publication of rally ask, if those seducers of the people in | sq] character of the preaching in Rome; but 
a periodical kind—And the answer I received | foreign countries, preach up the all-sufficien- | as it would be a death-blow ra our anw-teni 
from a very intelligent Catholic, relative to the | Cy of the Bible, have they recourse to mock- | sled religions, I must throw in, by way of a 
knowledge which Catholics have of what is | religious publications, to Tracts and such | damper, some heretical misrepresentation, ” 
going on in the religious world in other coun- auxiliaries? Are not Parsons a very nui-|__« Mere morality :” would to heaven that 
tries, was, that they know nothing. Wheth- sance, and . most unjustifiable tax upon the | the Reformationites had practised even this— 
er the higher authorities get more extensive poor people? Ifthe Bible be the sole rule | « p tolli Sai 
| | he extolling of Saints’”—an excellent 
information, I cannot say.” of Faith, cannot those good, but deluded peo- | — nae 
, x 3 ; ey | plan to make people imitate their virtues snd 
In the first sentence of this “‘ respectable | ple, select their own religion, every one for| ., . 
= anpe ‘pana he . > ;example: hence the Royal Fsalmist says 
minister,” there is not only a violation of one’s self, without incurring the expense of | « Praise ve the Lord in hie & ae rug z 
. ° “3° . | / "a _ 
grammatical construction, but of truth itself, building Meeting-houses, and supporting self-| — eee — 
ee 3 .. | Eulogium of the Madonna”—Most praise 
The grammatical part we have corrected; sent Ministers and their numerous families? | worthy, indeed: for. the Virein-M 
ern . . sant iW yin : 7 
the plumper consists in his stating the impos- ‘The “ respectable minister”? next makes an | rita a ee “ih gry 
sists of : vee : bic: ne Saviour declares that “all nations shall call 
sibility of getting any book without interest! inquiry about the “ Income and present state |) or blessed ” if ; aig 
The veracious minister probably meant that of the Propaganda.” | er blessed ’’—if the new Jashion-ministers do 
from this Society, or in all Rome, (he is ve-; Perhaps his object was to ascertain wheth- | we so pronounce her; if they so far disobey 
ry obscure) it is impossible even with, or er he could be hired to write against the ab- a - whee He, the Incarnate Word, ys 
without interest, to get any book which is surdities and entailed infidelity that have a ect any Saneior ae ental blessed, 
perverted by the reveries of a mock-Reform- sprung from the rebellion of Luther, Calvin | ho thelr own. dnor Gospel wives, they prove 
ation, or the demoralizing precepts of here-|and Company, against ‘the Holy Catholic | nae world how faithfully they interpret the 
sy. 'Church;” but finding that he could not raise | ate, ond prastinn ie prucepte, 
r ° > ° ° ° ° | : ° 
Well, suppose that the circulation of those the wind in this way, he gives no important | But the following, gentle readers, is “ the 
books is very limited, what does this prove? information about it. unkindest cut of all.” 
Is it that the speculating Merchants and Par-| The following observation of this itinerant, The “respectable” Censor Morum says, 
sons, by laying additional taxes upon Ameri- Knight, will, it is hoped, be borne in mind |“ With respect to the state of morals, there is 
can credulity, should accumulate still larger by his brethren in errantry, for they are pro- | /ess to offend the eye than I have seen in any 
= 7? y P y 

















fortunes for themselves, under the pretence | verbial for bad memory, and a penchant for 
of sending out their Missionary Legions and anti-Catholic slander. He observes— The 
wives and children, with whole cargoes of public preaching at Rome is far more general 


other city; but when you enter into private 
life, from the highest Cardinal and the first 
Princess down to the lower ranks, there is an 














Spurious Bibles, silly Tracts, and heretical |than 1 had imagined.” “In the Parish | #lmost total absence of virtue. The poor are 
Periodicals, to convert the poor Pope, his churches, there is every Sunday morning, with | pethaps the most virtuous; but what can you 
Cardinals, Bishops, Clergy, and all the Ro-!a few exceptions, the explanation of the Gos-| expect from them, when mortal crimes often 
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escape with impunity, or with trivial punish- 
ments.” 

We have often heard of Satan accusing 
Sin, and coining falsehoods against innocence 
itself. Such is the slander of this Heretic. 
Such is his foul libel against the most moral, 
pious, and venerable City of the World! The 
slanderer thus concludes—“ But it is difficult 
te acquire any information upon many points, 
except through the medium of some Ecclesi- 
astic. I pip Nor KNOW onE, but I would 
recommend any person coming to Rome to 
endeavor to obtain an introduction to one. I 
had only one introduction to Rome of any va- 
lue.” 

And yet, gentle readers, this obscure 
“minister of the Church of England,” who 
cannot write English, and who is, as it is na- 
tural to suppose, still more ignorant of the 
Italian, French, and Latin Languages, ca- 
lumniates the Cardinals, nobility, and people 
of Rome, as if he were perfectly acquainted 
with them, and an eye-witness to their pri- 
vate immorality, to their ‘‘ almost total ‘ab- 
sence of virtue”!!! Quere: does it shew 
more of the “almost total absence of vir- 
tue” in the English Parson, to tell such a 
falsehood, or in the Calvinistic Editor of the 
“ Boston Recorder,” to record it? 





The world knows that Methodism was ne- 
ver heard of, until John Wesley and George 
Whitfield broached it in England about the 
year 1735. The term was evidently intend- 
ed by these innovators to impose upon the 
credulity of incautious people, exactly as was 
the specious name of Reformation. Heresy, 
the very worst of error, is essentially incon- 
stant. Luther and Calvin, who agreed only 
in their perfidious hatred to the Holy Catho- 
lie Church, were not very kind to each oth- 
er; in like manner, Wesley and Whitfield, 
who were equally hostile to the “ One Faith” | 
and the “ One Fold,” branched out, each for | 
himself, (for it was all self) the former into 
Arminianism, and the latter into Calvinism. 
Whitfield died about forty miles from this ci- 
ty, in the year (if we mistake not) 1770. 

The probability, therefore, is, that the Me- 
thodists in this part of the United States, were 
bequeathed, as a rich legacy, unto themselves 
and issue, the doctrine of Calvinistic Metho- 
dism—It is also probable that a Mr. Chaun- 
cey Richardson, of Hingham, Mass. and who 
is styled a Methodist Preacher, is a pupil of 
that school. 

This Gentleman, who, as our readers may 
remember, in all the self sufficiency of inex- 
Perienced youth,has printed a sermon in which 
he traces the unsound doctrine in by-gone 








' *ges, and unblushingly declares, that the 


“ Roman Catholic corruption of pure Chris- 
tianily was the most prominent of all!!” 

We commented upon the obvious absurdi- 
ty of the Methodist preacher, selecting for 
his text the prophetic remark of St. Paul to 
Timothy, viz. “The time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine;” and 
we then observed that “as well might we ex- 
pect that a Methodist, or any other parson, 
would select for his subject the following 
words to prove the Orthodoxy and Apostoli- 
city of any sect of the reformation-system: 
“ Whatever (sins) you bind upon earth, shall 
be bound also in heaven, and whatever (sins) 
you loose upon earth, shall be loosed also in 
heaven.”—Mark his explanation! 

“The apostles undoubtedly understood 
this binding and loosing to refer exclusively to 
matters of discipline. They unquestionably 
understood that binding meant nothing more 
than a declaration that anything was lawful 
to be done; and the loosing signified on the 
contrary, nothing more than a declaration 
that anything may be lawfully undone. For 
this view of the passage I have the best au- 
thority.",—!!! What stuff! 

But do not Methodists adopt the method of 
collating texts in their explanation of the 
Scriptures? Otherwise, their method is mad- 
ness, for there is a method in madness. How 
can he therefore reconcile with this binding 
and loosing, the following words of St. John, 
Chap. 20th. v. 23. ‘* Whose sins you shall 
forgive, they are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you shall retain, they are retained?”— 
The words, therefore, which we quoted, and 
which are a stumbling block, are not exclu- 
sively restricted to discipline; they essentially 
refer to sins and their consequences, such 
as excommunication, &c.—Witness the con- 


duct of St. Ambrose in relation to Theodosi- | 


us the Emperor, neither of whom, by the 
bye, was a Methodist, or Reformationist. 

What can we think of a man who states in 
his “reply,” that “the task would not be at 
all difficult to prove that St. Paul was both a 
Methodist and a Reformationist?” Indeed, 
Mr. Richardson, you would not only be the 
pride of Hingham, but the wonder of the 
world, could you do so. 

But, how do you set about it? By putting 
the following questions—thus—‘ Where will 
you find a more methodical Christian, or Min- 
ister, than was St. Paul? Was he not very 
methodical in his Christian life, and in his 
public ministry?’ Grant it, and so were the 
other Apostles, who believed in, and drew up 
the Constitution of “the Holy Catholic 
Church.” But do you presume to infer from 
this, that they were Methodists? What gross 
absurdity!—But it ends not here—for this 
“unsound” Logician puts, what he consi- 
ders, two triumphant questions—“ Can you,” 
says he, ‘‘ point out any discrepances be- 


tween the method by which St. Paul lived 
and preached, and the method by which the 
Methodists live and preach? Is it not clear, 
then, that St. Paul was a Methodist?””—!!' 
To answer such nonsense is most provoking; 
we shall, however, sacrifice so much of our 
valuable time as to answer it. 

Indeed there are several discrepances be- 
tween them. He believed in the Real Presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist, which doctrine, he 
says, he received from the Saviour himself— 
he observes, “the Chalice of benediction 
which we bless, is it not the Communion of the 
Blood of Christ? And the Bread, which we 
break, is it not the partaking of the Body of 
the Lord?” 

Now, Mr. Richardson, how could St. Paul 
partake of the Body and blood of Christ, if 
they were really absent? But Methodism dis- 
cards the idea of the Real Presence in the 
Eucharist; therefore, Methodism is not the 
doctrine of St. Paul. In the 11th Chapter, 
Ist. Epistle to the Corinthians, he positively 
declares that he has received of the Lord that 
which also he delivered unto them; and he ac- 
cordingly tells them, ‘that whosoever shall 
eat this bread, or drink the Chalice of the 
Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the Body 
and of the Blood of the Lord—that he will eat 
and drink judgment to himself, not discerning 
the Body of the Lord:”’ Does not “ the Cha- 
lice of the Lord” here signify the blood of the 
Lord?—How could this eating, or drinking 
possibly happen, if Christ were not mysteri- 
ously, but really present? How could his Body 
be otherwise discerned?—Methodist Parsons 
do not live like St. Paul, nor inculcate the 











same principles.—St. Paul never married, and 
indeed all the Apostles, as every school-boy 
knows, renounced all and followed Christ; and 
he even in the 7th Chap. of his first Epistle to 


the Corinthians, tells us how Christian Minis- 
ters ought to live; he accordingly says, ‘‘ He 
that is without a wife, is solictlous for the 
things that belong to the Lord, how he may 
| please God; but he that is with a wie, is soli- 
'citous for the things of the world, how he may 
‘please his wife, and he is divided.” There- 
| fore, married Ministers are solicitous for the 
| things of the world, therefore, they are world- 
| lings, therefore, Methodist, married Ministers 
‘are worldlings, and therefore, they neither 
‘live like St. Paul, nor inculcate the same 
|doctrine, nor practices, and therefore, the 
| Method of Methodists is widely different from 
‘the Method of St. Paul; and therefore, he 
'was nota Methodist, in the acceptation of 
‘the word as used by the disciples of George 
| Whitfield. But why waste time in pointing 
| out self-evident absurdities? 

This wonderful Logician uses the follow- 


| ing syllogisms among others of equal ralue, 
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to prove the soundness of Methodistic Doc- 
trine! 

“ A system of sound doctrine must be le- 
gitimately deduced from the Holy Scriptures. 
This (the Methodistic) doctrine is legitimate- 
ly deduced from the Holy Scriptures. There- 
fore this system of Doctrine is sound”’!! 

He proves the major proposition by assert- 
ing that every reasonable person must at once con- 
cede toit. This is indeed to be considered an 
argumentum ad verecundiam. But, Mr. Rich- 
ardson, who is the legitimate judge of such 
legitimate deductions? Is it the private judg- 
ment of every reasonable and unreasonable 
individual? Who is the unreasonable man, 
for instance, that does not think himself quite 
reasonable? What becomes of thé authority 
of the Church and the necessity of hearing her, 
under the penalty of being reputed as the 
Heathen and the Publican? Was it with the 
Holy Scriptures, or with the Apostolic Church 
that our adorable Saviour promised to re- 
main even to the -consummation of the world? 
With the Church undoubtedly, against whom 
the powers of darkness shall never prevail; 
with her who recommended and gave the 
Holy Scriptures to the world, as such. It 
therefore exclusively belongs to the Aposto- 
lic Church to give “a system of sound doc- 
trine;” and it is not for the private judgment of 
man (a principle that has given rise to innu- 
merable heresies) to deduce it from the Sa- 
cred Scriptures. Pray, Sir, did not such a 
Church exist, and was it not successfully 
spread abroad before these Sacred Scriptures 
were penned by the Evangelists and Apos- 
tles? Were they not especially written for 
the edification of the faithful? And must they 
not therefore be considered as not essential 
to the protection and perpetuity of the Apos- 
tolic Church? Therefore, it is not from them, 
but from the Church, that we must receive, 
or, as you say, legitimately deduce a system of 
sound doctrine. 

The Minor proposition of Mr. Richardson 
is as untenable as the Major, and is truly 
worthy of a Minor Logician. 

For, according to it, the Socinians, Uni- 
versalists, Christian Churchmen, Iconoclasts, 
Aquatists, Sabellianists, in fact, the whole 
host of heresy could justify their jarring and 
inconsistent creeds. 

He gives us another Syllogism which is in 
perfect unison with the above—Thus 

“ A system of sound doctrine will be un- 
popular with unlearned men. This (Metho- 
distic) system of doctrine is unpopular with 
unlearned men; therefore, this system of doc- 
trine is sound”’!!! 

As te the Major; we say, that in a certain 


sense we grant it; and prove it by the fact of 


Methodist ministers not submitting to the sys- 
tem of sound doctrine as proposed and taught 





for eighteen centuries by “the Holy Catholic 
Church,” “the pillar and ground of truth.” 
But in another sense we deny it by the fact of 
the “‘ sound doctrine” of the Catholic Church 
being very popular, indeed, even with the 
peasantry of numerous christian nations. 

As to the minor proposition; we say that 
Methodism is unpopular not only with a 
great many unlearned, but, we were going 
to say, with the Universality of learned men 
—Who does not know that Methodism was 
never accused of having much learning? 
And that in general it requires only a suit of 
black, of a certain fashion, as much educa- 
tion as enables the preacher to read the Bi- 
ble, a modest share of confidence, stentorean 
lungs to cry out against Catholicity, and to 
shout “glory unto the Saviour,”’ as the quali- 
fications for the pulpit, camp, or barn? The 
history of the Methodists in England declares 
it. Their ranting declamations, their awak- 
enings, revivals, and the methodical expedi- 
ents they devise in their travelling excursions, 
through certain parts of Britain and America, 
to ensnare silly women and incautious men, 
are proofs of it. Such cannot be called learn- 
ing—It may be termed cunning, but not wis- 
dom; fanatical proselytism, but not religion. 
—Mr. Richardson continues; “it is true, the 
supremacy of the Pope, infallibility of the 
Roman Catholic Church, doctrine of the 
Mass, Purgatory, Invocation of the Saints, 
&e. are not taught in the sermon, nor can 
they be found in the Bible, as is evident from 
ecclesiastical history, and the fact that they 
are not taught in the Bible.” !!—Now, if that 
Gentleman will but read the First Volume of 
the “ Jesuit,” which we will cheerfully lend 
him, or diligently peruse Bishop Milner’s 
Controversial Works, or the Amicable Dis- 
cussion, &c. &e. &c. which are also at his 
service, he will find that these points are 
proved by Scripture as well as supported by 
ecclesiastical history. In the mean time we 
thus dismiss him and his sermon,—and pray 
for his conversion. 





For the edifying amusement of our Catholic Readers 
we make the following extracts, to shew in what an age 
of improvement we live; and how much the world is in- 
debted to the Reformation-interpreters of the Sacred 
Bible! 

Strange preaching is not confined to any 
one section of our country, nor to any de- 
nomination of professing Christians.* A Pres- 
bylerian minister in New Jersey in one of his 
sermons, made Job say, “ and though my 
skin-worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God.” He undertook to describe 
these skin-worms at considerable length, no 
doubt to the amazement of his hearers; who 
must have wondered whence his learning 
came. 





* The poor Roman Catholics are of course excluded! 
Ed. Jes. 





A Baptist Exhorter in Connecticut, once 
made the “ lodge in a garden of cucumbers,” 
to be a log; and founded his discourse on 
the disastrous effects which would result from, 
its rolling among the vines! 

A Minister of the Reformed Dutch Church 
in New York lately interpreted the expres- 
sion, “* My soul cleaveth unto the dust,” to 
mean a profession of humility; and so he fer- 
vently exhorted them, saying, “‘ my brethren 
cleave to the dust; cleave to the dust.” This 
same wiseacre informed his hearers, that 
“ swaddling clothes,” were not rags in which 
the infant Jesus was wrapped; for then, the 
word would have been spelt cloths. The wo- 
men he said knew the meaning of swaddling 
clothes; for they were “‘ swathing clothes, or 
belly bands for infants.” 

A Methodist Preacher told his hearers, that 
there are ‘‘ heaven-sent, men-made, and Pon- 
tius Pilate ministers.” He thanked God that 
he belonged to neither of the two last classes, 
By Pontws Pilate ministers, he said he 
‘““ meant men who could read Hebrew, Greek 
and Latin.” Ignorance and stupidity may 
be found, it seems, therefore, in the East as 
well as in the Wést, among Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Methodists and others; in the North 
and in the South. 

The following anecdote, related by an in- 
telligent gentleman in the western states, 
strikingly illustrates the diversity of senti- 
ment which prevails respecting the moral 
wants of a people. 

The neighborhood around M , says 
this gentleman, I considered exceedingly desti- 
tute. True, they say they are supplied with 
two ministers, and probably they would re- 
sent being represented as destitute. One of 
these ministers belongs to no religious de- 
nomination, having been dismembered from 
the one with which he was originally connect- 
ed, because he would preach when they 
throught him unsuitable. The other minister 
preached a funeral sermon in my hearing on 
Sabbath last. His text was, ‘ Oh! that they 
were wise,” &c. He began by saying, “I 
will read you a hymn, though I do not al- 
ways do so.” They sung. He then said, 
“We shall not pray, but read the text.” 
After reading the text, he began commenting 
on the chapter which begins, ‘‘ Give ear, oh 
ye heavens.” ‘ Heavens,” said he, “ is the 
subjunctive plural, as it has the s; if it had 
not the s, it would be the subjunctive singu- 
lar.” He at length came to the text,— 
‘“‘ Oh,” said he, “is a monosyllable. There 
are monusyllables, dissyllables, trissyllables 
‘and polysyllables.” In another sermon, af 
ter treating some time on divinity, he edified 
them with some philosophy and astronomy. 
He mentioned the antipodes. ‘+ Now,” said 
he, ‘‘my congregation do not understand 
what antipodes means, and it is the duty of @ 
speaker, when his hearers do not understand 
a word, to explain it: well, my friends, antt- 
podes means the fixed stars ! ! ! 

If you can form an idea of a tall old man 
of 60, with a countenance expressing the,ut- 
most self confidence and pedantry, with no 
connection between his sentences; sometimes 
speaking loud, and sometimes low, regardless 
of the importance of the word emphasised; 
without any appearance of solemnity, or de- 
votion; singing but once, and not praying at 
all in the whole exercise; and going throug: 








in a style of which the above is a specimen; 
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you then have the picture of the ministerial 
supply which is by some here thought re- 
markably good.—Philadelphian. 


TRUE RELIGION. 








[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 110.—no. 14,] 


After Henry VIII. began to introduce 
the Protestant religion, his life seems to 
ave been one continued curse: nothing that 
he did, prospered ; the plunder of all the 
religious houses, the fines imposed upon the 
clergy, and the rifling of the churches, brought 
him more money than all the preceding kings 
had received during the long period of five 
hundred years: yet all these vast riches, add- 
ed tothe enormous sum of 4,300,0001. (which 
was equal to near 40,000,0001. at the present 
day) of ready money, left by his father, could 
not keep him from want. (1) For about the 
36th year of his reign, of all the kings of 
England he alone was so wretchedly poor, 
that he was obliged to make base coin;—not 
only tin and copper, but leather money!! He. 
was unhappy inthe midst of all his pleasures; 
poor amidst all his rapine and plunder; and 
he died exclaiming —“ .All is lost.”” The curse 
of this wicked king extended to his offspring; 
his children all died childless; his family is ex- 
tinct; his crown and his kingdom are givento a 
foreign nation; and like Nero, his name is not 
mentioned but as coupled with his crimes. 
The Stuarts next ascended the throne; and 
James I. born and confirmed a Roman Ca- 
tholic, becomes an apostate from his faith, 
and puts himself at the head of the Protest- 
ant religion. On account of his apostacy, a 
heavy curse seems to be denounced against 
him and his posterity; for, after meeting with 
many difficulties and troubles, he dies—not 
without suspicion of being murdered. His 
son, king Charles I. was beheaded at White- 
hall; and his grandson, king Charles II. af- 
ter having been defeated in battle by his own 
subjects at Worcester, narrowly escaped with 
his life. He went abroad, and lived in ban- 
ishment for many years; and after his restora- 
tion, he seems to have been constantly alarm- 
ed with plots, conspiracies and bloody exe- 
cutions; nor dared he to die in the practice 
of that religion, of whica he had professed 
himself the head. When his last moments 
drew near, the Protestant bishop Kenn wait- 
ed on him, and asked him if he would receive 
the Lord’s Supper; he answered;—“ I will 
not.” He then said to the Duke of York, 
—“T will have father Huddlestone; who pre- | 
served me in the tree, and, Ihope, will now pre- | 
serve my soul.” Father Huddlestone was a 
Roman Catholic Priest, who had lived for 
some time with Mr. Whitgrave of Moseley, 
in Staffordshire: he came and soothed the 
troubled mind of the dying king, and gave 
him all the rights of the holy Catholic church. 
King James II. next succeeded, but was so 
beset with difficulties and troubles on every 
side, that in bitter anguish he exclaimed,— 
“God help me! My own children have for- 
saken me in my utmost need.” He lost his 
crown, and fled to banishment, where he died 
amember of the Catholic church. Queen 
Anne, the second daughter of James, reigned 
with little better success than the father; tor 
after many years rendered unhappy by party 
disputes; she dies of a broken heart. The rest 











(1) Spelman De non temer. Eccl. p. 44. 
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of the posterity of the unhappy king, became | tion of religion, and the profanation of every 
wretched wanderers in a foreign land; and | thing that was consecrated to his honor and 
the race is now extinct. The judgments of | glory, when we consider the heavy judgments 
God, which seem to have fallen so heavily | inflicted upon those who were formerly guilty 
upon the kings and their posterity, appear to | of the same offence. We read in Numbers, 
have fallen with no less vengeance upon the | xvi. that Korah and his companions, for as- 
nobility and gentry, and on all those, who had | piring to become priests without being law- 
any hand in forming and introducing the Pro-| fully called and sent, were punished in a 
testant religion; for in less than twenty years | most dreadful manner: the earth opened and 
after the mock-reformation, more of our no-|swallowed them down alive into hell; and 
bility have been brought to trial, condemn-|fire came out from the Lord and destroyed 
ed and executed, than had been for nearly | fourteen thousand seven hundred of the peo- 
five hundred years before. (1) And, if we | ple, who had dared to complain, that the pun- 
examine the list of the nobles and barons|ishment of Korah was too severe. fn 2 
who composed the parliament of the 27th and Chron. xxvi. 19, king Uzziah took upon him- 
2ist of Henry VIII. and consented to the | self the priestly office, and burnt incense in 
introduction of the Protestant religion, and|the temple; but, for this wicked action, he 
the destruction of the religious houses, we | Was upon the spot struck with an incurable 
shall find very few who did not die a pitiful leprosy. Jeroboam did but stretch out his 
and untimely death; and what is more re-|hand against the prophet, and presently it 
markable, scarcely one of all that vast num-| withered. 1 Kings, xiii. 4. Antiochus Epi- 
ber has left a son, or heir to bring down his | phanes died in great torment, devoured alive 
name to the present day. §n the year 1615, by worms, for robbing the temple of God. 
sir H. Spelman, described with a pair of|1 Mac. c. vi. and ine. vii. Nicanor is slain 
compasses, in the map of Norfolk, a circle | for threatening to burn that holy temple; bis 
of twelve miles, placing the centre about the | head and right hand are cut off, and suspend- 
chief seat of the Yelvertons; within this cir-|ed over against Jerusalem; and the whole of 
cle and the borders of it, he enclosed the |his army perished to a man. Lastly, the 
mansion houses of about twenty-four families prophet Isaias, in describing the church of 
of gentlemen, and the same number of mon-|Christ, says: that the nation and the kingdom 
asteries, all standing together at the time of that will not serve her, shall perish. c. 1. v. 12. 
the dissolution; and he then observed, that; Q. It must then be a dreadful thing to 
the gentlemen’s seats continued at that day |meddle with, or alter that religion, which 
in their own families and names. But no|God himself has established. But pray, has 
sooner had these gentlemen got possession|Almighty God given the Catholic church 
of the monasteries and lands of the Catholic | power to work miracles? 
church, than all, except two, were either sold| A. Yes; our Divine Saviour promised to 
up, died, or met with some misfortune; so|his disciples the power of working miracles, 
that all their estates, two only excepted, and even greater than he himself had done. 
changed their masters at least three times, Mark, xvi. 17. John, xiv. 12. Accordingly 
and some of them four, five, or six times, in|the fathers and doctors of the church have 
the short space of seventeen years!! (2)— always appealed to the miracles that have 
Again, when England professed the Catholic | been performed by the members of the Ca- 
Religion, every one enjoyed peace and plen- tholic church, as a proof that the Lord is 
ty. There were then no poor’s levies, no|With her: for, without the power of God, no 
taking overseers before the magistrates, no|™an van do such things. Giving sight to the 
work-houses, no bankrupts, and no national | blind, speech to the dumb, hearing to the 
debt. But now, see the change! No sooner deaf, casting out devils, raising the dead to 
had the Protestant religion begun, than she life, &c. are true miracles; and these, many 
opened Pandora’s box, and out flew every Protestants writers allow to have been done 
species of evil that afflicts the human race, |in the Roman Catholic church. Collier, a 
By the returns of the poor rates in England Protestant divine, speaking of St. Augustin, 
and Wales, it appears that for law expenses | @ Catholic bishop, and his companions—all 
only, in the year 1819, more money was paid Catholics, who came and converted England 
than the whole expenditure for the king, his above nine hundred years before the Protes- 
court, minister, ambassadors, the princes, | tant religion commenced, says, “that not- 
and all the state pensioners, added together. | Withstanding the seeming impossibilities, they 
The whole expenses of the poor amount to a| Were blessed with surprising success. The 
sum equal to the revenue of the Emperor of | sanctity of their lives, and the force of their 
Russia, who maintains an army of a million miracles, says he, broke through the difficulty 
of soldiers; and to more than twice the ex- of their oe... (1) Even Fox acknow- 
penses of the United States: (3) and in less|!edges, that “the king considered the honest 
than three hundred years, the nation has be- conversation of their lives; and was moved 
come so wretchedly poor, that it has contract- | With the eivattee wrought through God’s hand 
ed a debt of more than 1,250,000,0001.! by them. (2) Lempriere a Protestant wri- 
Q. Are we then to conclude that the Pro-|ter, says, “that in the 12th century, St. Ber- 
testant religion must be very displeasing in nard, a Catholic abbot, wrought miracles. 
the sight of God, to draw down upon the na- (3) Hackluys, a Protestant parson, writes, 
tion all these evils? that St. F. Xaverius, a Catholic priest, in the 
A. Beyond all doubt: nor is it a matter of 16th century, converted the East Indies, and 
surprise, that Almighty God should shew so erformed oak oe (4) Baldeus and 
many signs of his displeasure—against those | +®Vernler, 0 rotestants, attest the same. 
who have brought upon the land the destruc- | (9) About the same time lived Philip Neri, 


; (1) Pref. to Eccl. His. (2) Acts et Mon. Col. 2. 
(1) Spelman de non temer. Eccl. p. 42. (3) Biogr. Dic. 

(2) Spelman’s His. of Sacrilege, p. 243. (4) Voys. and Vaviga. vol. 2. par. 2. p. 8. 

(3) Burmingham and Lichfield Chron. Feb. 7th, 1822.1 (5) Bauhour’s life of St. Xav. 
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THE JESUIT. 


Vo. Ik. 








a Catholic priest, who wrought many miracles ; 
and in proof of which, three hundred witness- 
es were examined, and all declared them to 
be true. 

The 17th century was made glorious by 
the well-attested miracles of St. Francis de 
Sales, a Catholic Bishop,—even to the rais- 
ing of the dead to life; (1) as it was also by 
those of St. John Francis Regis; concerning 
which, twenty-two bishops of Languedoc 
wrote thus to Pope Clement 11th. ‘ We are 
witnesses that before the tomb of F. J. F. 
Regis, the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf 
hear, and the dumb speak.” (2) Thousands 
of other miracles I pass over in silence, but 
these few even Protestants, you see, do not 
deny. Therefore, since miracles are wrought 
in the Catholic Church, we know for certain 
that she comes from God; for no church can 
do the miracles which she doth, except God 
be with her. John, iii. 2 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


(1) Marsolier’s life of St. F. de Sales. 
(2) Life of J. F. Regis, by Deberton. 


DOOOOOOOOO 


FROM THE CATHOLIC. 
ON THINGS BLESSED, OR CONSECRATED. 


The custom which the Catholic Church 
has of blessing, or consecrating certain things, 
or places, and of thus separating them from 
profane, and dedicating them to sacred pur- 
poses, is evidently grounded on scripture au- 
thority. Holy water, for instance, was used 
in the Jewish Church, (umb. vy. 17.) and 
the mystical meaning of it is alluded to by 
the royal prophet, when he says; Thou shalt 
sprinkle me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I shall 
be cleansed; thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 
made whiter than snow. Psalm 1. 9. The ark, 
the ephod, the priestly ornaments, and all the 
sacred utensils of the tabernacle, are instan- 
ces of the same kind. Jacob consecrated 
the place where he had seen the vision in his 
sleep. Moses was ordered by the Lord, 
when he appeared to him in the burning bush, 
to put the shoes from off his feet, because the 
place on which he stood, was holy ground,— 
A thousand such instances might be pointed 
out in holy writ, of a practice similar to that 
of Catholics, which the greatest known fa- 
vorites of God on earth would not have fol- 
lowed, had there been any thing improper, or 
superstitious init. Every thing, says St Ti- 
mothy, is sanctified by the word of God, and 
by prayer. chap. iv. 5. There are, besides, 
in scripture, many instances of persons se- 
verely punished by Almighty God, for pro- 
faning such holy and consecrated things.— 
He who but touched the ark, to prevent its 
being overturned, not being one of the Le- 


vites, to whose charge it was exclusively com- | 


mitted, was struck dead upon the spot for his 
temerity. 2 Kings, 6,9. One of the Jewish 
monarchs, for seizing the censer, and pre- 
suming to perform the office of the high-priest, 
was smitten on the spot with the leprosy, and 
therefore cast forth, according to the law, 
from the temple, as one polluted and profane. 
King Baltazzar, for profaning at his banquet, 
the sacred vases which he had taken from 
the temple of Jerusalem, saw traced by 
a hand upon the wall, the mystical writing 
which indicated his approaching downfall and 
destruction, &c. &c. 


their Relics, Images, and Pictures. 


On the Catholic practice of honoring the Saints, 
and of keeping with respect and veneration, 


|and whose deaths have not been singularly 
| edifying, and even honored with some super- 
|natural proof of God’s own approbation of 
itheir sanctity. Yet, she does not enforce 


and particularly the mother of God, with the 
idea, that they are thus honoring God him- 


and who having honored and exalted them 
himself; cannot be displeased at seeing them 
honored and exalted by the rest of his crea- 
tures. They invoke their prayers. And why 
should they not? Are their prayers less wor- 
thy of being heard, than those of fellow- 
creatures here on earth? We are desired in 
scripture to pray for one another. St. James 
v. St. Paul asked the prayers of the faith- 
ful. Protestants dothesame. Now I could 
wish to know why it should be thought more 
unreasonable to ask the prayers of the saints 
in heaven, than to ask those of poor sinful 
mortals here on earth? Is it, because we 


distance from the earth, to witness what hap- 
pens here below, or to hear our requests? 
But do we know how immediate the percep- 
tion, and how extensive, as well as minute, 
the knowledge may be of those who, not dead, 
but vanished from among us, and alive with 
God, enjoy in him the clear beatific vision? 
These are, as our Saviour testifies, like the 
Angels of God in Heaven. Matt. xxii. 30.— 
And we have the same divine authority for 
emening, that the angels are not strangers to 
| what is passing on our earth; not even to the 








the human heart; since as he declares, there 
is more joy in Heaven, for one sinner that re- 
pents, than for ninety-nine just. Luke, xv. 7. 
The prophet Elisha, in his mere mortal state, 
knew, at the very moment they were formed, 
and revealed to his countrymen, the measures 
which the king of Assyria had secretly con- 
certed with his counsellors against Jerusa- 
lem: though the man of God was living at 
the time in Dothan, a place in Judea, many 
hundred miles distant from the capital where 
the hostile monarch resided. 4 Kings, ii. 8, 
and vi. 12. 


tion of the saints, implies a diffidence in the 


rogate in any degree from his infinite merits, 


body? 








self, whose grace alone has made them saints; | 


must suppose them removed at too great a| 


innermost thoughts, and secret resolutions of 


But it is said, our reliance on the media- 


all-sufficient intercession of our great Medi- 
ator Jesus Christ; and derogates from the 
perfection and superabundant fullness of his 
|merits. The same objection bears equally 
hard against Protestants themselves, when 
they admit it as lawful to ask the prayers of 
| their brethren in this world.—But how can it 
imply any want of confidence in the efficacy 
of our Redeemer’s interposition in our behalf 
with his heavenly Father? Or how can it de- 


to desire his chosen friends in heaven, as well 
jas his faithful worshippers here on earth, to 
join their supplications with ours, and unite 
them with those of our Supreme Meditator, 
who is our head, in order to obtain of the 
Father, through, with and by him alone, 
whatever he stands in need of, for soul and 


This is simply the Catholic’s belief on this 
head. Nor does his Church brand as here- 
tics, those who do not choose to recognize 
as saints, all without exception, who may be 
denominated such; though none are canon- 
ized, whose lives have not been conspicuous 


Catholics are taught to honor the Saints, | her particular decisions on this score, as un- 


deniable articles of faith. All that she there- 
by claims is the privilege of giving saints to 
God, and models of christian perfection to her 
children the faithful. And, as in the states 
and kingdoms of this world, trophies and mo- 
numents are reared, histories are written, and 
poems composed, to perpetuate the fame of 
their heroes and great men; and to stir upa 
laudable emulation in posterity, to imitate 
them: so, the Church, the spiritual kingdom 
of Jesus Christ, has her heroes and worthies 
of a different kind; whose fame she spreads 
and perpetuates, and whose example she holds 
forth for our imitation through all succeeding 
generations. 

Their images, pictures, and relics, she re- 
commends us-to keep with respect, merely 
for the sake of the originals, and in order to 
recall their memory to us in a more lively 
and impressive manner. If statues are pro- 
perly raised to the illustrious of this world, 
if their likenesses are taken, and the most re- 
markable actions and circumstances of their 
lives, traced with the artist’s pencil on can- 
vass, or engraved with his chissel on brass, 
wood, or marble, and thus exhibited to us in 
a more generally understood and _ striking 
manner, than they are in writing by the pens 
of the learned; why should not all that re- 
gards our Redeemer, as well as the exploits 
of his champions, and their heroic virtues, 
which by divine grace exalt our fallen nature 
above itself, and are more worthy of general 
imitation; why should not such be made pub- 
lic, and kept ever fresh in the minds of all 
by the like natural and laudable means? 

The veneration shewn by Catholics to the 
relics of the saints, is not more unnatural, 
unchristian, or irrational, than the regard 
shewn for articles which we keep as the me- 
morandums of our dead, or absent friends; 
such as their portraits, locks of their hair, 
rings, broaches, letters, any thing that is apt 
to recall to us, in a lively and feeling manner 
the memory of persons so dear; and on these 
we set a greater, or less imaginary value, as 
they, to whom they originally belonged, are 
more, or less esteemed and beloved. If then 
such natural propensity may in this instance 
be indulged, without any impropriety; I can- 
not see the harm of indulging it with regard 
to the relics of the saints, whose extraordi- 
nary virtues must endear them to every lover 
of virtue, and secure universal esteem and 
veneration. 

Besides this practice seems particularly 
sanctioned by the holy scripture. For we 
read there, that the mantle of Elias imparted 
to Elisha the prophetic spirit of its first own- 
er; and that when shaken thrice over the 
river Jordan, it was the means of dividing its 
streams, so as to let the man of God pass on. 
The hem of our Saviour’s garment, cured 
the woman’s issue of blood. And in the 
Acts of the Apostles, we are assured, that 
the very handkerchiefs and aprons, that had 
touched the body of St. Paul, cured all dis- 
eases, and cast out devils.— The Catholic. 











for the practice of the most eminent virtues; 
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